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A view of the temple mount and the walls of the Old City from the south (2010)
Welcome to the Great Discipleship Adventure: Walking with Jesus in His Homeland.
Day 1; Wednesday Nov 30th 2011:  We depart from PDX.

Day2; Thursday Dec 1st :  We arrive in Tel Aviv Israel at Ben Gurion International Airport, the very buildings of which rest atop the ancient Biblical city of Lod.  We will be met by our friend and guide Gilla, who will lead us to our luxury coach as we set out for  the Coast of the Mediterranean Sea.  We will make a brief stop at the landmark city and fortress of Caesarea Maritima, built by Herod the Great in the late 1st Cent. B.C., where we will see an amazing amphitheater (still in use today!) and hippodrome   On our way to the most noted Sea in Scripture, the Galilee or Kinneret, we cross some of the best known lands in the Bible.  Arriving at our hotel in Tiberius, The Leonardo Plaza (http://www.leonardo-hotels.com/israel-hotels/tiberias-hotels/leonardo-plaza-hotel-tiberias), we will have descended 702 ft below sea level at the Mediterranean. 

Day 3; Friday Dec 2nd : We will begin our first full day in the Holy Land as Jesus’ disciples did so often - in a boat crossing the Sea of Galilee, the scene of numerous Gospel stories. Very rarely can we cast our gaze upon something as tangible as a fishing boat from the very time and location of Peter, James and John casting their nets, and yet today we will. It's called the “Jesus Boat”, and it's located at the Nof Ginosar kibbutz.. As thousands followed Jesus to a mountain now called “the Beatitudes”, so will we - the mountain, actually a fair sized hill, rises above the plain where so many were fed the fish and bread that was blessed and multiplied by The Bread of Life Himself.   Nearby, the city of Capernaum, called home for Jesus and some of the disciples during His ministry, displays a “showcase synagogue” from the 4th cent. built on the foundations of the very one in which Jesus taught.  Traveling north on a highway located here for over 3000 years, we come to Dan.  Dan was the center of pagan idolatry by Israel.  From here we will hike along the head waters of the Jordan to the “high place", or altar, where sacrifices were performed.  Our next incredibly significant stop is one of the pivotal points in Jesus’ ministry - it's where he asked, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” The place, known as Banias, but also more commonly known to us from the Gospels as Caesarea Philippi, is where Jesus declares the outcome of the spiritual battle between Himself, “the Christ the son of the Living God”,  and the powers of darkness.   From there we will travel over the mountains of Bashan, or the Golan Heights, on our way back to Tiberius for our fabulous Shabbat (Sabbath) dinner. 
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                                         One of the travelers  is baptized in the Jordan by Pastor George Dikeman (2010)
Day 4 Saturday Dec 3rd : Nazareth is where Jesus grew up, and where we start this day. We will actually walk the paths of a restored village and see how everyday life unfolded for the Blessed Family and their neighbors.  In the synagogue there we will hear the words Jesus read from the Scroll of Isaiah (61), announcing the inauguration of His public ministry.  We can see what His home might have been like, the work shop and tools, as well as a wine and olive press of that day, and so much more. From there we travel to the summit of Mount Carmel, where the Prophet Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal, and from where we will look out upon the greatest natural battleground on earth, Armageddon.  Next we move down the hill to the guardian city Megiddo, which controlled access to the region.  Heading back toward Tiberius we will stop at the beautiful capital city of Herod Antipas, called Sepphoris.  It is reasonable to conclude that Jesus may have been part of the construction crew building Herod’s palace and the surrounding extravagant city. Our final stop of the day is appropriately for a water baptism in the Jordan, and then on to our hotel and dinner.  Shabbat ends at sundown and after dinner many of the local families stroll along the waterfront and some shops even open, especially the our favorite, the Gelato stand.
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                                        A view of the Dome of the Rock  from inside the Arab Quarter (2010)
Day 5 Sunday Dec 4th : We will bid farewell to the Galilee and, just as Jesus and the disciples did, set our course for Jerusalem.  But on the way we have several important stops to make.  The first is Bet Shean, a magnificent site and a Decapolis city of Roman architecture. Those with extra energy can hike up to the ancient Old Testament part of the city where the bodies of King Saul and his son were displayed on the walls following their deaths in battle on Mount Gilboa.  Leaving Bet Shean and continuing down the Jordan Valley, we will come to the Dead Sea, the lowest place on the surface of the earth  - 1388 ft below sea level!  From there, we will head to Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found after being hidden in caves for almost 2000 years.  Leaving Qumran, everyone now has a choice to make, as there are two options: for those looking for a rugged hike, the En Gedi nature reserve awaits, and it is amazing. This is the canyon where David hid from Saul.  It is a majestic natural jungle in the midst of the Dead Sea wasteland, complete with waterfalls and wild animals.  On the other hand, if a restful float in the Dead Sea, a mud bath, or a spa treatment sounds more your speed, then that’s available to you as well.  

After our hike or float, we move on to a must see - Masada.  It is a massive stronghold, an easily defendable mountain that was used even in King David’s day. It was immortalized by Herod the Great when he built it into a mighty fortress, complete with a three story palace, tremendous capacity for storing water and food, and even a Roman style bath house and swimming pool. Masada is famous for the story of the Zealot’s defeat by the Roman 10th Legion in 73 AD.  In order to bring huge battering rams into position to breach the wall, the Romans built a massive earthen ramp from the valley floor up the side of the mountain.

Again, in order to provide some choices for you,  at this point the tour will divide into two groups.  The first, geared more toward first time Holy Land travelers, will go with Ron Mehl Jr. directly on to the Prima Kings hotel in Jerusalem (http://www.inisrael.com/primahotels/kings/), to maximize travelers time in the holiest of cities.  Others, however, may choose to go in the second group, which will travel on south to Arad with Pastor George.  Those who choose option, geared toward (but not exclusive to) people who may have been to Israel before, will spend two nights at the Inbar Hotel  (http://www.inbar-hotel.co.il/en/deals.cfm), and take in some old testament sites not often visited by tours.
Day 6 Monday Dec 5th :  (Group 1)  Down through the ages nothing has stirred emotions,  sparked the imagination, or fanned the spiritual flame as has a view of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives first thing in the morning,.  And we will start our day in this way, viewing the Eternal City.  The remainder of the morning will be spent at Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust Memorial and accompanying museum.  From there we will travel out to the Shepherd’s Fields near Bethlehem, to review the Christmas Story from a unique perspective. Probably one of the top three or four Biblical stories is that of David and Goliath, and next we will visit the valley of Elah where it actually unfolded.  We will walk the stream bed there, and be able to pick up some smooth stones of our own just as David did.  Returning to Jerusalem routes us through the Judean Hills, the setting for so many famous Bible stories.  We will arrive at our hotel for dinner, and still have plenty of time for those with energy to walk the city streets, perhaps visiting the nearby park, or Ben Yehuda Street, a gathering place for locals as well as tourists.  It is something like NW 23rd in Portland - a place to shop, visit restaurants, people watch, and take in the Israeli culture.
Day 6 Monday Dec 5th : (Group2)  Those of us who venture south will travel into the very Bosom of Abraham. Our first stop is Hebron, where Abraham lived, and where he is buried (along with Isaac, and Jacob, and their wives) in the Cave of Machpelah. These tombs of the Patriarchs are found in the only building of Herod the Great to survive to this day intact. This was King David’s capital before he moved to Jerusalem.  We will hear of Hebron’s significance today from David Wielder and Gary Cooperberg, two outstanding Jewish leaders who are also friends of Pastor George. On the outskirts of Tekoah we will actually visit the mountain that Jesus referred to in His comment; “you can say unto this mountain be removed” - posing the question for us is, how is our faith? It is called Herodian, and was built by none other than the one who chose it later as his tomb, Herod the Great. 
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  People gather to pray at the "Western Wall", which is actually  the remnant of the retaining wall of the old temple (2010)
A visit to the desert side of Bethlehem will take us to Solomon’s Pools, built by the Hasmoneans, and refurbished by Herod.  They were built to supply the tremendous amount of water used by the Temple in Jerusalem, as was the aqueduct that transported the water. Bethlehem is synonymous with The Church of the Nativity, and we will certainly visit there before shopping in one of the famous “olivewood shops”.  If the sun hasn't set already, we will watch it descend over the Negev desert, on our way back to our hotel in Arad.
Day 7 Tuesday Dec 6th  (Group1) : This morning starts with a visit to The Bethlehem Store (Jerusalem branch), where everyone will have a chance to shop for loved ones.  We will also learn about the various qualities of Olive Wood Carvings from the shops owners.  Next we will visit the Israel Museum, one of the world’s finest, possessing without question the greatest collection of Bible related artifacts and Life Stories that exists today.  A scale model of Jerusalem from the time of the life of Jesus will help us understand the location and relationship of the events in the Scriptures and know the details of the Biblical record. Probably the greatest discovery of the 20th century was the Dead Sea Scrolls, which are housed here in the Shine of the Book.  West of Jerusalem is a very strategic town still called Beit Shemesh to this day. It was a worship site of the Canaanites conquered by the Philistines and finally given to the Priestly Levites, the "Kohanim". This is where the Ark of the Covenant was sent by the Philistines before it was brought into Jerusalem just as it says we will ascend "unto Your Holy Hill” Ps. 24; 99:9.  Tuesday is the favored day for weddings, and if we venture out after dinner we may find a "Wedding Party”..

Day 7 Tuesday Dec 6th (Group 2) : Before we leave Arad this morning we will visit an Ancient Temple, thought to be Israelite, and the ruins of the city. In Abraham’s very steps we will visit a well he may have dug and the excavations of the Landmark City of Beer Sheva. In the tradition of the “wandering Jew”, we have many options to visit on our way to Jerusalem.  Possible places for us to see are; Sderot, Ashkelon, Tel Meresha, Beit Guvrin and Lakish.  All roads lead “up to Jerusalem”, and on the way we will stop at Beit Shemesh. We end the day meeting up with the rest of our compatriots at the Prima Kings hotel in Jerusalem.
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                                     A beautiful Russian Orthodox church, seen from down in the Kidron Valley (2010)
Day 8 Wednesday Dec 7th : Our first day in Jerusalem with our reunited group will begin with a breathtaking panorama of the city from the Mount of Olives. Then, even as Jesus and His Disciples fulfilled prophecy by entering the city on Palm Sunday, we will follow the path of Jesus on the donkey, and begin to witness the locations of the events of the Passion Week.  According to Luke 19:41, "As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it" because "the days will come upon you when your enemies will... dash you to the ground." (Christians believe this was fulfilled in 70 AD, when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem.) As we descend the path, we will see the Dominus Flavit Church, believed to mark the place where Jesus' mourning over Jerusalem occurred. Arriving at the foot of the mount, we will have a service and a time of prayer at Gethsemane.  Moving on just across the Kidron valley we visit the oldest part of ancient Jerusalem called to this day “The City of David”; Zion is another name for this city, and on the hill that shares that name is the place of the “Upper Room”, and in a chamber directly below it, the traditional site of King David’s Tomb. A church, Peter en Galicantu, stands over the dungeon where Jesus was probably kept before he was taken to Pilate, and it is so named for Peter’s Denial of Jesus. Here is one of the places where we know we can on steps that Jesus’ feet have trod. 
Day 9 Thursday Dec 8th : Jesus very often came to the Holy Temple by the southern entrance, where the more common folk entered. It is there that we will begin out day, worshipping together on the very steps that Jesus walked. This is also the place from which the newly emboldened Apostle Peter preached his Day of Pentecost sermon.  Next, we will go to see the most prized piece of real estate on earth. Called in Arabic, Harem al Sharif ("The Noble Sanctuary"),  this place is called by Christians and Jews the "Temple Mount." Here the Original Temple of Solomon stood, as did Herod’s Temple - more accurately referred to as “The Second Temple”.  The Western Wall is actually a retaining wall for the greatly enlarged platform of Mount Moriah, where King Herod built what was hailed in that day as the most beautiful building on earth. Only about one third of the Western Wall, the most Holy place on earth for Jews, is visible today. We are now able to access an underground tunnel, called the Rabbinic Tunnel, to see the rest of the wall. Here we will see one of the largest stones ever used for construction purposes, and approach the place revered by Jews as the “closest to the Holy of Holies of the Second Temple”.  
After passing through a huge water chamber, built my the Hasmoneans before Herod the Great in the second century BC, we emerge onto the “Via Dolorosa”, and follow in the footsteps of Jesus on the Day He was crucified.  Many churches commemorate the events of that day, and we will see the more authentic ones on our way to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. We will continue through “the Old City” and learn much about its history, its significance in the Faith of so many, and its Prophetic Future.  In the Jewish Quarter we will visit friends at Shorishim,, and then we will visit The Hervah Synagogue. 
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                                                    Two of our travelers "enjoy" a ride on a camel (2010)

Day 10 Friday Dec 9th : We will spend the morning together at the Garden Tomb, where we will remember our Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection. Our time will conclude with a Communion service and ministry in the garden.  The remainder of the day you are free to revisit the Old City, Ben Yehudah St., or Pastor George will be available to lead you to new and interesting places around Jerusalem.  Dinner tonight is a double blessing. It is Shabbat and also our farewell banquet.  
Day 11 Saturday Dec 10th : After a good nights sleep, we will pack for our trip home. We bid a fond farewell from the airport where we arrived just a few days before, but where we have spent literal millennia in The Land in between. 
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A Jewish man in prayer at the Western Wall (2010)
Compassion Ministries, Heart of the Word Israel, 2011:  Terms and Conditions

U.S. passport valid through June, 2012, is required.  Any non-U.S. passport holders must notify Compassion Ministries.

Payment schedule: $300 deposit required to guarantee a place on the tour.  Second payment of $1300 is due August 1. Final payment is due October 15.  Credit cards may be used for payments, to be processed by Compassion Ministries and subject to a 3% fee.

Tour price includes . . . 

Air transportation is scheduled on Continental but may be on any regularly-scheduled jet carrier, economy class.  Cancel​lations after the air tickets have been issued are subject to a cancellation penalty as imposed by the airline.  The basic tour price of $3267 will not change under normal circumstances*; however, current air tax and fuel supplement of $528 is not included in basic tour price since that figure can change up or down till ticketing.  Please note:  frequent flyer miles or credit card points cannot be used to upgrade plane tickets; however, passengers who arrange their own airfare can deduct $930 from the regular tour price of $3267, making the land-only price $2337.

Accommodations in superior and deluxe hotels in twin-bedded rooms with private bath.  Cost for anyone in a single room $495.

Meals daily buffet breakfast and dinner included daily 

Sightseeing as specified in the itinerary, including entrance fees and services of English-speaking guide. 

All tips to guide, driver, hotel and restaurant staff

One regular-sized suitcase per person, maximum 50 pounds, is currently allowed free of charge plus one airline approved "under​seat" bag.  Tour organizers accept no liability for loss or damage to any baggage or change in luggage limits set by airline.

Tour price does not include wines, liquors, bottled water, coffee or tea not part of menu; sightseeing or services not specifically mentioned or noted as optional; baggage charges implemented by airlines.

Cancellation policy: No penalty for written cancellations received before August 1st. Written cancellations received August 1st-August 14 are subject to a $300 per person cancellation fee.  Written cancellations received August 15-September 14 are subject to a 25% cancellation fee of the total tour price.  Written cancellations received September 15-October 15 are subject to a 50% cancellation fee of the total tour price. Written cancellations received after October 15, are subject to a 100% cancellation fee of the total tour price per person.  No refund made for missed services while on tour.  In addition to the above cancel​lation fees, airline tickets are not refundable once issued.  We recommend the purchase of travel insurance, especially since Healthcare and Medical Costs outside the USA are not covered by Medicare; information on travel insurance is available on written request to Compassion Ministries or tour operator Ronald Cansler (ron.cansler@yahoo.com).

*Important notice:  brochure price based on a minimum of 26 passengers in a coach, shekel/dollar currency exchange rate as of March 1, 2011, and current Israel policy of exempting tourists from VAT taxes.
Responsibility: Ron Mehl, Jr., Joyce Mehl, Compassion Ministries, Heart of the Word, and Dr. Ronald L. Cansler dba Escorted Travel Concepts, LLC, and their agents act only in the capacity of agents in all matters, and as such, are not responsible for any damage, expense, or inconvenience caused by late plane arrival or departure or by any change of schedule or other condition, nor the loss of or damage to any person or property from any cause whatsoever. The sponsoring organization reserves the right to withdraw the tour at any time, or make changes in the published itinerary whenever in their sole judg​ment conditions warrant, or if they deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience or safety of the tour.  Services of any regularly-scheduled jet carrier may be used on this tour.   

Payment of deposit by tour participants indicates acceptance of above terms and conditions.

